
Colours and shapes  
Group games for kids  
aged 5-9 years 

 





Instructions for teachers and group leaders
Ages: 5-9 years (nursery to 4th-grade primary level)

Time: 30-45 minutes (flexible)

Objectives

• To explore the houses in the museum with attention to both shape and colour 

• To utilise outdoor activities and work in groups 

• To use mathematical terms and concepts

Directions

• Split the students into groups (one staff member to each group). 

• Make use of the walking paths and cover the area well. 

• Explain the game by saying, for example:

In this game, we’re going to see which colours and shapes we can find in the houses. 
There are all sorts of houses and we are going to look for different colours and 
shapes such as squares, triangles and circles. This is an outdoor game so we’ll be 
exploring the outside areas well. We don’t need to go inside the houses for this game. 

• Be mindful of any livestock in the area, such as chickens; they may get scared if  
   you get too close.

• Do not climb on the turf roofs of the houses. It is forbidden. 

• Teachers/group leaders should leave the game cards at reception before leaving      
   the museum. 

Have a fabulous time!





Find this house! 
Make note of the colour.

How many different shapes can you spot in this 
house? 

Do you see any rectangles, triangles, circles  
or semicircles? 

Walk around the house.
How many window panes are there? 
How many doors? 
Can you see more than one colour? 





Colour
The houses at the Árbær Open Air Museum come 
in all sorts of colours. There are red, yellow, 
green, black and grey houses. 

Can you find all these colours? 

Can you find a house that has the same coloured 
walls and roof? 

Can you find a house with three colours? 

Is there a house with four colours?

Does the house have a name?





Roofs
Have a look at the roofs of the houses here at the 
museum. 

Are they the same colour as the houses? 

What sort of shapes can you see?

Are the roofs and walls made out of the same 
material? 





Stone walls 
Can you find any stone walls in any of the houses  
at the museum? 

What shapes can you see in the walls?

What colours can you see?

What other types of building material can you see? 

What shapes can you see in the roofs of the houses?





Doors
Have a look at the front doors of this house.

Are they the same colour as the house?

What different shapes can you see? 

Can you see any rectangles or triangles? 

Are there any other shapes?

Does the house have a name?





Chimneys 
Have a look at the chimneys on the houses around 
you.

Is there more than one chimney on any of the 
houses? 

What shapes can you see in them?

Do you see any rectangles or cylinder shapes in the 
chimneys? 

Why do you think they are shaped like this?





Doors and windows 
Have a look at the front doors of the houses.

Is there anything unusual about them? 

What shapes can you see?

What colours can you see? 

Can you see any unusual shapes? 





Textures and features
Look at the different wall textures made from 
different materials.
Some houses are made from corrugated iron and 
the texture looks much different from those made 
of wood. 

The window panes in the windows can be 
different in both number and size. Find examples 
of 4 different types or more. 

Do you see any unusually-shaped features? 





If there’s time, you can play a game of hopscotch.

Find a stick and mark out a hopscotch grid using the shapes 
you’ve chosen. Number the sections of the grid. Find a little 
stick or stone to throw into the sections.

Rules

The first player casts their stick or stone marker into section 
one and then hops around all the sections collecting the 
marker on the way back. This is repeated by throwing the 
marker into the second section and so on until the marker has 
been successfully landed in the last section.

The stick or stone marker is not allowed to land outside the 
section or on the line of the section that the marker is being 
thrown into. The player is not allowed to stand on any of the 
lines. If this happens the player is out and the next player is up. 

The winner is the one who completes all sections of the 
hopscotch grid. Then it’s the next player’s turn. 

Have fun!
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